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Instructions to Authors 


General. Papers should preferably be written in English, but papers in German and French 
will also be accepted. 

A paper should be written only when a piece of work is rounded off. Authors should not 
be seduced into writing a series of papers on the same subject as results come to hand. It is — 
better to wait until a comprehensive paper can be written. 


Two types of papers are accepted by the editors: full-length papers and short communi- 
cations. No paper should exceed 32 printed pages in length. The text should be as clear 
and concise as possible. Illustrations should be restricted to the minimum needed to illustrate 
the points made if they cannot be described in the text, to summarize, or to record important 
quantitative results. The same data should not be presented in both table and graph forms. 


To allow faster publication, the text is made up into pages before the proofs are sent out. 
Therefore the author should mark in the margin where figures and tables may be inserted, 
and both form and content of the manuscript should be carefully checked to exclude the need 
for corrections in proof. A charge will be made for changes introduced after the manuscript 
has been set in type. However, new results may be given at the end of the paper in a “Note 
Added in Proof”’. 

Short reports of new results of special interest can be published out of turn as Short 
Communications. They should not be longer than 3 printed pages (= 5 pages of double- 
spaced typescript), including any tables. The Editors reserve the right to decide what con- 
stitutes a short communication. 

To ensure rapid and accurate publication it is essential that manuscripts conform to the 
instructions which follow. 

When setting out his manuscript the author should consult a copy of the journal and con- 
form with its normal practice. To speed up editorial scrutiny, manuscripts should be sub- 
mitted in duplicate, typed in double-line spacing with wide margins. 

It is a fundamental condition that manuscripts submitted have not been published, before, 
and the author must undertake not to publish elsewhere at a later date. 


Arrangement of the Manuscript. The title page should comprise: title of paper, first name(s) 
and surname(s) of author(s), laboratory or institution, any footnotes to the title (indicated 
by asterisks), running title (not more than 67 typewriter strokes, including spaces), address 
to which proofs are to be sent, and a list of non-standard abbreviations. Standard abbrevia- 
tions as used in the biochemical literature, e.g. European J. Biochem. 1, 259—266 (1967), 
need not be defined. 


Each paper should be preceded by a brief abstract from which the reader should be able 
to determine quickly whether the subject of the particular paper relates to his specific needs. 
Further, if the abstract clearly relates the problem, methods, results and conclusions reported 
by the article, it can be used immediately by current awareness publications or other infor- 
mation retrieval systems. 

The abstract should be as short as possible and should not exceed 200 words, or 100 in 
the case of short communications. Normally, complete sentences, active verbs and the third 
person should be used and the abstract should be written in the past tense. Standard nomen- 
clature should be used. Abbreviations should not be used. Unfamiliar terms and symbols 
should be defined the first time they occur. 

Papers not in English should have in addition an English abstract, preceded by an English 
translation of the title of the paper. 

At the end of the abstract up to ten key words or indexing terms should be listed. These 
are nouns (no sentences) under which the author believes his work should be subject-indexed. 
Key words contained in the title of the paper have to be repeated. Key words are always 
given in English. 

Taxonomic names (genus, species and strains) and any part of the text requiring emphasis 
should be marked for italics by underlining. 

Descriptions of method and less important parts of the text should be marked for small 


print. 
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The introduction (not so headed) should be concise and define the scope of the work in 
relation to other work done in the same field. It should not as a rule give an exhaustive review — 


of the literature. Materials and Methods should give sufficient detail to allow the experiments } 
to be repeated, but there is no value in detailed descriptions unless of a genuine innovation. : 


References to the strains under investigation should be given: genus, species and variety ; 
name (italics), designation of the strain, collection number or source. When a new bacterial — 
name is proposed please contact an international authority on nomenclature. 


Results should be presented with clarity and precision. The discussion should be confined 
to the interpretation of the results without repeating them. 


Footnotes which do not refer to the heading of the article should be numbered con- — 
secutively and typed on a separate sheet. 


References to the literature in the text should be by author and year; where there are — 
two authors, both should be named, but with three or more only the first author’s name — 
plus “‘et al.”” need, be given. The list at the end of the paper should include only works men- 
tioned in the text and should be arranged alphabetically by name of first author. Citations 
regarding ‘‘unpublished results” or papers “in preparation” are not to be mentioned. 


References should be cited as follow: journal papers—names and initials of all aa 
full title, journal as abbreviated in World Medical Periodicals, volume number, first and last 

page numbers, year in brackets; books—names and initials of all authors, full title, edition, 
place of publication, publisher and year. f 
g 
i 


Example of a journal paper citation: ; ; 
Matthews, Th. R., Niederpruem, D. J.: Differentiation in Coprinus lagopus. II. Histology — 
and ultrastructural aspects of developing primordia. Arch. Mikrobiol. 88, 169—180 (1973) — 
Example of a book citation: 4 


Esser, K., Kuenen, R.: Genetics of fungi. Berlin-Heidelberg-New York: Springer 1968 


Example of an article quoted from a book: 

Faith, W. T., Neubeck, C. E., Reese, E. T.: Production and application of enzymes. In: 
Advances in biochemical engineering, Vol. 1, T. K. Ghose, A. Fiechter, eds., pp. 77—111. 
Berlin-Heidelberg-New York: Springer 1971 

Responsibility for the accuracy of bibliographic references rests entirely with the author. 


Figures are costly and should be used with discretion. An illustration is only justified if 
it clarifies or reduces the text. Information given in captions should not be repeated in the text. 
Coloured or previously published illustrations are not usually accepted. : 

Figures, graphs and tables should always be mentioned in the text and should be numbered — 
with arabic numerals. A brief descriptive legend should be provided for each figure; legends | 
are part of the text and should be appended to it on a separate page. Original drawings — 
and photographs in a form suitable for reproduction should be submitted separately from | 
the text. The top of the figure, the author, and the figure number should be written lightly — 
in soft pencil on the back of each. Copies of the figures should be supplied with each copy — 
of the manuscript. | 


Illustration copy should comprise: 

Original line drawings: Clean lines of uniform thickness drawn in Indian ink, the whole — 
about twice the size of the final block, and should not be larger than A4 (2.3’ x 11.7”). 
Inscriptions should allow for reduction. For example for the figure 1 to be about 2mm high 
in the final version, it must be 4 mm high for reduction 1/p. 

Photographs: Sharp, well contrasted glossy prints trimmed at right angles; areas that 
are not essential should be cut off. Authors should label photographs with Letraset (Instant 
Lettering). Photos should be of a size to permit reproduction without (or with only slight) 
reduction within the print area of 108 x177 mm (41/,” x 7”). Where possible, figures should - 
be grouped so as to utilize the full print area. 

The degree of reduction will be determined by the publishers, but in general it should be 
assumed that the same scale of reduction will apply to all figures in the same paper. 

Note that inclusive pagination must be given. 


Mailing: To avoid creasing please place manuscripts between pieces of cardboard when 
mailing. 
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